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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the Prior Art (US Pub. No. 2002/0057799 A1) issued to Kohno; in view of US 
2003/0001904 A1 (US'904) to Rosen et al. 

Regarding to claims 1 and 7: Kohno discloses a server (Server 1 of 
Fig. 2) and a method for delivering a content to a plurality of users (movie theater 502 of 
Fig. 1) through a network (communication network 7 of Fig. 1), comprising: 

a first memory (storage 12 of Fig. 3) for storing user information (see 
110281) corresponding to each of the users, the user information indicating at least 
content replaying environment of the user (see 1(0279, 1J0280); 

a second memory (movie data base 16 of Fig. 3) for storing a plurality of 
format conversion programs (compressed data content, see 1J0276, 1J0277) each 
corresponding to a plurality of predetermined content fl[0274 lines1-4) replaying 
environments; 



V 
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a transmitter (31 of Fig. 3 and 1 15 of Fig. 5) for transmitting the format- 
converted content to the user through the network (see H0285, H0286, H0325 and 

1[0326). But Kohno fails to teach a format conversion selector for selecting a most 
suitable one from the format conversion programs and a format converter for converting 
the content into the format according to the most suitable format conversion program to 
produce a format-converted content for the user. 

Rosen teaches a format conversion selector (the content shell 51 of Fig. 
3) for selecting a most suitable one from the format conversion programs (US' 904, 
1[0045) based on the content replaying environment of the user (see File Formats in 
1J0041 , 1J0042), wherein the most suitable format conversion program provides a format 
most suitable for the content replaying environment of the user (the content form 1 7 of 
Fig. 3 also see H0033,fl0036 ); and 

a format converter (the content generation application 14 of Fig. 1) for 
converting the content into the format according to the most suitable format conversion 
program (US' 904, 1f0044, 1(0045) to produce a format-converted content for the user 
(the content form 1 7 of Fig. 3); Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to combine the media content 
format conversion method as taught by Rosen in the Prior Art of Kohno; in order to 
provide a complete customized media content distributing system. 

Regarding to claim 2: Kohno also discloses the server according to 
claim 1 , wherein the content replaying environment of the user includes a type of 
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replaying equipment of the user (the playback apparatus 3 of each movie theater 502, 
see Fig.1 and 5, the digital projector 3a of Fig. 6, also see 1f0337,H 0338, H0361) . 

Regarding to claim 3: Kohno discloses the server according to claim 
1, wherein the content is included in a content delivery request (by the distribution 
controller 13 of Fig. 3, fl0285) received from a content owner (from server 1 of Fig. 3), 
wherein the content delivery request further includes delivery destination identifying 
each of the users (content ID, destination identifier ID1, ID2...etc, seelf0280). 

Regarding to claim 4: According to claim 3, Kohno further discloses 
the server above comprising a content storage section (Movie Data Base 16 of Fig. 3) 
for storing the content received from the content owner (from server 1 of Fig. 3) (see 
H0283, 1J0284). 

Regarding to claim 5: Kohno further teaches the server according to 
claim 1 , wherein the content is a movie content, which identifies an environment of a 
movie theater of the user (H0356, H0361 ), but Kohno fails to teach the content replaying 
environment of the user includes screen information, projector information, and sound 
information. 

Rosen teaches the contents of video file or audio file may specify the 
various attributes of a given file, such as size or video resolution or quality (screen 
information), compression format (projector information), and audio formats (sound 
information) (see 1J0041 , 1f0042). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the movie 
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content including information as size of screen, video resolution or audio quality and 
video compression as taught by Rosen in the Prior Art of Kohno; in order to provide a 
complete the v customized movie content distributing system, from movie producer to 
movie theater. 

3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Pub. 
No. 2002/Q057799 A1 to Kohno. 

Regarding to claim 6: Kohno teaches a system comprising three separate 
memories for delivering a content to a plurality of users through a network, comprising: 

a first memory (storage 12 in server 1 of Fig. 3) for storing user information 
(see TJ0281 ) corresponding to each of the users , the user information indicating at least 
content replaying environment of the user (see 1J0279, 1J0280) ; 

a second memory (compressed data storage109 in server 2 of Fig. 5) for 
storing a plurality of format conversion programs each corresponding to a plurality of 
predetermined content replaying environments (see Fig. 5 and 1f0326, fl0327); 

a third memory (compressed data storage 208 in a playback apparatus 3 of 
Fig. 6) for storing correspondences between the users and the plurality of format 
conversion programs, wherein each of the correspondences is determined by selecting 
a most suitable one from the format conversion programs based on the content 
replaying environment of each of the users (see 1f0350, 1J0351 and 1J0353); 

a format converter (a decompression unit 217 and a D/A converter 218 of 
Fig. 6) for converting the content into the format according to a format conversion 
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program (from the film scanner 1 A and a compression coder 19, see 1|0273,1f 0274); 
which is determined by searching the third memory for a corresponding user (1(0356, 
1(0358,), to produce a format-converted content for the user fl|0361 , H0362, 1J0363, and 
1J0364) ; and a transmitter (31 of Fig, 3 and 1 15 of Fig. 5) for transmitting the format- 
converted content to the user through the network (see ^0285, 1J0286, 1J0325 and 
H0326). 

However, Kohno fails to disclose one server has 3 memories whereas the 
server and the memory of the prior art comprise the storage (or memory) in server at 
different locations which link together by communication network as Internet. 

It would have be considered a matter of obvious design choice to integrate 
these separate memories to a single server unit because the system with either three 
separate memories or one integral unit would have performed the same function and 
furthermore the use of a one piece structure or separate structure would be merely a 
matter of obvious engineering choice; (see MPEP 2144.04). 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Pub. 
No. 2002/01 17828 A1 (US '828) issued to Parker et al.; in view of US 2003/0001904 A1 
(US'904)to Rosen et al. 

Regarding to claim 8: Parker discloses a system for delivering a 
content from a content owner (1 12 of Fig. 1 ) to a plurality of users (1 14 of Fig. 1 ) 
through a network (multicast network 1 18B of Fig. 2) comprising: 
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a content providing server (CMCDS 110) which receives the content 
from the content owner (112) to send it to each of the users (114) ( see Fig. 1) , 
wherein the content providing server comprises: 

a first memory (a profiles data base 1 1 8A of Fig. 2 and lf0032) for storing 
user information (fl 0032 lines 6-19) corresponding to each of the users, the user 
information indicating at least content replaying environment of the user (1(0040, H0041); 

a second memory (a video server 1 18C of Fig. 2 and 1J0034) for storing a 
plurality of format conversion programs each corresponding to a plurality of 
predetermined content replaying environments; 

a transmitter (multicast router in 1 18 of Fig. 2, see 1J0043) for transmitting 
the format-converted content to the user through the network (multicast network 1 18B 
is capable of transmitting the same media content, see ^0043). 

However, Parker fails to teach a format conversion selector for selecting a 
most suitable one from the format conversion programs based on the content replaying 
environment of the user, wherein the most suitable format conversion program provides 
a format most suitable for the content replaying environment of the user; and a format 
converter for converting the content into the format according to the most suitable 
format conversion program to produce a format-converted content for the user. 

Rosen teaches a format conversion selector (the content shell 51 of Fig. 3) for 
selecting a most suitable one from the format conversion programs (US' 904, 1J0045) 
based on the content replaying environment of the user (see File Formats in 1J0041, 
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1J0042), wherein the most suitable format conversion program provides a format most 
suitable for the content replaying environment of the user (the content form 17 of Fig. 3 
also see l[0033,j[0036 ); and a format converter (the content generation application 14 
of Fig. 1) for converting the content into the format according to the most suitable format 
conversion program (1J0044, H0045) to produce a format-converted content for the user 
(the content form 1 7 of Fig. 3); Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to combine the file format 
conversion tool as taught by Rosen in the distributing media content system of Parker; 
in order to provide a complete customized media content distribution. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
2004/01 17828 A1 issued to Parker et al. 

Regarding to claim 9: Parker teaches a program instructing a 
computer to deliver a content to a plurality of users through a network (see steps 310- 
318 of Fig. 3), comprising the steps of: 
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preparing (step 310) a first memory storing user information 
corresponding to each of the users, the user information indicating at least content 
replaying environment of the user; 

preparing (step 310) a second memory storing a plurality of format 
conversion programs each corresponding to a plurality of predetermined content 
replaying environments; when a content delivery request identifying a user and a 
content is received from a content owner, 

searching (step 314) the first memory for the user to find corresponding 
user information; 

selecting (step 312 and 314) a most suitable one from the format 
conversion programs based on the content replaying environment included in the found 
user information, wherein the most suitable format conversion program provides a 
format most suitable for the content replaying environment of the user; 

converting (step 314) the content into the format according to the most 
suitable format conversion program to produce a format-converted content for the user; 
and 

delivering (step 316) the format-converted content to the user through the 
network, (see 1J0042, fl0043). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALAN LUONG whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
5091. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs., 8:00am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on (571) 272-7767. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Alan H. Luong 
Art Unit 4126 
Date 10/24/2007 
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